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ATorrey Pines Office Building was renovated with a wide open look for life science tenants.

Transformed from Blocky to Dramatic
Aging Office Building Seeing Big Changes

H By RAY HUARD

An aging Torrey Pines office building is being com-
pletely redone for BioMed Services into a life science
mecca that turns the traditional work environment on
its head.

The 81,000 square-foot building at 11010 Torreyana
Road was built in 1980 and last renovated in 1987. The
cost of the renovation was not disclosed.

Among the more dramatic changes, the lob-
by that once served as simply a place people
passed through on their way to somewhere
else has become the focal point of the build-
ing under designs by ARVP Skyport, with
the rear wall knocked out to bring the out-
~ doors inside.

“We actually gutted the whole center of
the building,” said Chris Veum, president
of AVRP Skyport. “Sometimes when you
walk into a building, you’re contained. What

It’s meant to be a place for people to take a break
away from work but not quite like being home, Veum
said, what he called “a third place,” different from home
and work. .

“Those are the things that allow you to recharge and
make you better,” Veum said.

Fins and Code

The once bland exterior also has a new look. On the
south facade, vertical perforated fins form a
binary pattern, a reference to combination
of ones and zeros that make up the build-
ing’s address that Veum said reminded him
of computer code.

The perforation in the fins also are placed
to mimic binary computer code, Veum said.

The fins also break up the boxy look that
the building had.

“I’m trying to change the scale of the build-
ing so it doesn’t look so stacked and flat,”

I wanted to do is make that connection to Chris Veum Veum said. “It looked very short and squat-
nature right away. We literally blew out the Av';{gss':?;:tm ty before. Now it’s a little more balanced vi-

first and second floor to open it up to the
outside to the back.”

Recharging

What was once a bland 1,000 square-foot lobby with
elevators has been enlarged to about 3,000 square feet
with sweeping views and furnishings that encourage peo-
ple to meet and linger.

On the second floor, a finger balcony of about 150
square feet extends into the lobby space, almost as if
it’s floating, Veum said.

The lobby will have banquette seating, and other ar-
eas to take a break or work and places to dine.

“The point being it’s a place to take your lunch break
or you can work out there,” Veum said.

There’s also a tree-shaped carving in the interior lob-
by wall that’s filled with moss.

The remodeled lobby opens out onto a deck that was
extended to about 1,500 square feet. Tiered steps lead
down to about 4,000 square feet of lawn, which has been
designed an outdoor space for meetings or gatherings.

Before the renovation, the back of the building was
simply a hill that led down into the canyon.

“It was literally a gentle grade from the windowsill,”
Veum said.

The lobby also has a secret speakeasy lounge that’s
tucked behind a wall made of leather belts running ver-
tically up a wall. The speakeasy has a golf simulator, a
bar and wide-screen televisions.

sually.”

Aside from their decorative function, the fins reduce
the heat from the sun inside.

An overhang across the top of the building creates a
picture frame effect as the building is approached.

Before the latest renovation, the tilt-up white concrete
building had a ribbed concrete fagade with black-shad-
ed windows.

“It wasn’t the prettiest thing,” Veum said. “It was a
little, let’s say ominous.”

“We don’t want to be in a box. It’s like being in a cage

all day,” Veum said. “We need to make the line between
interior and exterior fuzzy.” m
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Development on the $1.2 billion Seaport San Diego project on the
city’s bay front.

WEBSITE: www.avrpstudios.com
CONTACT: 619-704-2700, 619-704-2700




